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In the Claims: 

Please cancel without prejudice claims 7, 13 and 18. 
Please amend claims 1, 8 and 14. 

1. (amended) A method of latching a door, comprising the steps 

of: 

retaining pivotally a handle in the door, said handle having 
a locking portion on one end and a handle portion on the other end 
thereof ; 

attaching a handle latch to a mounting surface adjacent the 
door, said handle latch being otructurcd to receive oaid locking 
portion having an extension -passage leading to an extension slot ; 

biasing said handle such that s^id locking portion is retained 
in said handle latch extension slot ; and 

moving said handle axial ly to remove said locking portion 

from said extension slot, pivoting said handle to remove 
said locking portion from said handle latch extension passage . 

2. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 1, 
further comprising the step of : 

retaining said handle with a locking mounting plate on one 
side of the door and a mounting plate on the other side of the 
door . 
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3. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 2, 
further comprising the step of: 

securing a locking key to said handle, forming a lock slot in 
said. locking mounting plate to receive said locking key. 

4. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 1, 
further comprising the step of : 

biasing said handle with a spring. 

5. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 1, 
further comprising the step of: 

providing a second mounting plate that is retained adjacent 
said locking mounting plate. 

6. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 5, 
further comprising the steps of: 

inserting a first handle bearing into said mounting plate to 
pivotally retain said handle; and 

inserting a second handle bearing into said second mounting 
plate to pivotally retain said handle. 

Claim 7 (canceled) 


PAGE 4/13 * RCVD AT 12/20/2004 10:08:30 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRP-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2627850162 " DURATION (mm-ss): 05-34 


12/20/2004 09:08 2627850162 


DONALD J ERSLER SC 


PAGE 


8. (amended) A method of latching a door, comprising the steps 

of: 

providing a handle having a locking portion on one end and a 
handle portion on the other end thereof; 

retaining said handle pivotally with a locking mounting plate 
on one side of the door and a mounting plate on the other side of 
the door; 

attaching a handle latch to a mounting surface adjacent the 
door, said handle latch being pt - a - ucturcd to receive oaid locking 
portion having an extension passage leading to an extension slot ; 

biasing said handle such that said locking portion is retained 
in said handle latch extension slot ; and 

moving said handle axially aftd to remove said locking portion 
from said extension slot, pivoting said handle to remove 
said locking portion from said handle latch extension passage . 

9. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 8, 
further comprising the step of: 

securing a locking key to said handle, forming a lock slot in 
said locking mounting plate to receive said locking key. 

10. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 8, 
further comprising the step of: 

biasing said handle with a spring. 
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11. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 8, 
further comprising the step of: 

providing a second mounting plate that is retained adjacent 
said locking mounting plate. 

12. (original) The method of latching a door of claim 11, 
further comprising the steps of: 

inserting a first handle bearing into said mounting plate to 
pivot ally retain said handle; and 

inserting a second handle bearing into said second mounting 
plate to pivotally retain said handle. 

Claim 13 (canceled) 

14. (amended) A method of latching a sliding door, comprising 
the steps of : 

retaining pivotally a handle in the sliding door, said handle 
having a locking portion on one end and a handle portion on the 
other end thereof; 

attaching a handle latch to a mounting surface adjacent the 
door, said handle latch being otruoturod to receive said locking 
portion having an extension passage leading to an extension slot ; 

biasing said handle radially such that said locking portion is 
retained in said handle latch extension passage ; and 

pivoting said handle such that said locking portion is removed 
from said handle latch extension passage and moving the sliding 
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door away from said handle latch. 

15. (original) The method of latching a sliding door of claim 

14, further comprising the step of: 

retaining said handle with a first mounting plate on one side 
of the door and a second mounting plate on the other side of the 
door . 

16. (original) The method of latching a sliding door of claim 

15, further comprising the step of: 

biasing said handle with a torsion spring, retaining at least 
one end of said torsion spring in one of said mounting plates. 

17. (original) The method of latching a sliding door of claim 
15, further comprising the steps of: 

inserting a first handle bearing into said first mounting 
plate to pivotally retain said handle; and 

inserting a second handle bearing into said second mounting 
plate to pivotally retain said handle. 

Claim 18 (canceled) 

19. (original) The method of latching a sliding door of claim 
14, further comprising the step of: 

providing an opposing sliding door for said mounting surface. 

6 

7/13 * RCVD AT 1 2/20/2004 10:08:30 AM [Eastern Standard Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 - DNI8:8729306 * CSID:25278501B2 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):05-34 


